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Gentlemen, e 
HEN I Preach'd this Sas at the Cathe- 


uy comply d with your Re- 
guest to have it Printed, that I might not be thought 
wanting in a due Regard to you,” who have ſo many Ways 
expreſs d your kind ns a to me, over yu nce my firſt 


Comi . J x Dy . | 
e ., _ 


Py 


—— $7 
nnn FS GPL. 
9 as TIT EE TINY 0 067 
3 8 83 8 ot oy” 
2» 1 8 8 N A L 
8 Gy FEY % * 
Doe > . "on 


* 


* — wo 82 — _— — = 8 wat =" en 


dral, I had wo p f eder making it more 
publick : Newertheleſ; ſs, Ire 


WE Ee Ds 2 2 
* 1 * Pay 
3 8 2 8 . 8 


1 * 
Es 


* 


= % CP IT ad vc $38 246 2 , Fu e OY $6+ 2 3 
. . * 3 a * 5 * 
ö C4 its 
: 2 — 


be. 


** 


75 this I was 1 HOY by * told, after I 


was come to this Place, with what Readineſs many of you 


had Subſcrib'd towards the Good Work intended hereby to 
be promoted, the very next Day after the Sermon was 


__ Praachd: Which gave me Ground to hope, that the Pub- 
 lication of it might have the 1 ah E cls in other 


Places of my Dreceſs. . 
That God would be het plea F to * as upon 


you bis Mercies, both Temporal and Spiritual : That your | 
City may ever Flourifh, and daily Increaſe in Trade and 


Wealth, and be always ſafe under the Protection of the 
Almighty : And eſpecially, that it may be eminent for 


Religion and Piety, and a Zeal *T good ** is the 


heart) Prayer, of, 


Gentlemen 7 
Bath, 08. Sl | 
3708. ” 


| Your Asian F end, 
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Give to every Man that atheth of thee —. 


IVE to every Man that asketh of thee-—, But 
| who is there, youll ay, ſufficient for this? What 
One Man is there of Ability, to give Relief to all 
|, _—- " "a thoſe many that need Relief? To feed all that are 
q Hungry, and Cloath all that are Naked? What Man is 
there ſo Rich, who, if he ſhould attempt to do this, would 
not quickly reduce himſelf to the Condition of thoſe, who are 
moſt neceffitous; and be himſelf as great an Object of Cha- 
»||: rity as any of thoſe had been whom he had relieved? _ 


155 It is eertain therefore, that theſe Words are not to be 
unacerſtood ſtrictly and literally; but according to Equity. 
| and with reaſonable Limitations and Reſtrictions. And 

what theſe Limitations and Reſtrictions are, and when we 
may in Realon and Equity be ſaid to diſcharge this Precept, 

which, according to the Letter, is manifeſtly impracticable, it 


will be my chief Buſineſs at this time to ſhew.. 


First then: Some may ask Relief who need it not; nay. 
who perhaps are in better Condition to give, than thoſe are, of 
whom they ask anAlms ; So that if it were a Chriſtian's Duty to 

ive to every one that asked, i. e. to every one that pretended 
Want : the Greedy and Covetous, who can never be ſatisfied, 
with what they have, would ſoon ſwallow up all, and the 

Charitable Chriſtian would quickly be ſent a Begging ; and 
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that too among thoſe, whom he would not find ſo free to part 
with their Money to him, as he had been to o hers. Theſe 


therefore are plainly not the Askers whom our Lord here 


means, when he bids us, Give to every Man that asketh. 


Secondly, Some may ask Relief, who, though they need it 


enough, yet are not worthy to be relieved, being well able to 


maintain themſelves by their own Induſtry, in ſome honeſt 


Labour or Employment; only that they chuſe to beg, either 


becauſe it is the eaſieſt Way of getting a Living; or elle, per- 
| haps, becauſe they find they can get more by Begging, than 
they could earn by honeſt Working. Such are for the moſt 


| counterfeit Sores, or Lameneſs, or with their Baſtard, or, it 
may be, only borrow'd, Children at their Backs, or in their 
Arms, to move Compaſſion ; begging from {ome, and ſtealing 
from others, as Opportunity beſt ſerves; and deſigning to 
bring up their Children after them to their own Trade. 


But neither are theſe any of the Askers whom our Lord here 


commands us to give to: Give io every Aan that aiketh of thee: 
Nay, ſo far is it from being our Duty to give any Relief to 


ſuch, that it is expreſly forbidden, not only by the Law of the 


Land, but by the Law of God too; as you may ſee in 2 Theſ. 
6. Now we command you Brethrew, in the Name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that ye with-araw your ſelves from every Brocher that 
walleth diſorderly, and not after the Tragition which: he receiv d of 
#5: And what he means by the Diſorderly Walker, he himſel 


i — . 


explains at the 11th Verſe: For we bear there ars ſome which = 


++ 43 £> 


walk among you diforderly, morking. nat at all - And! far 
from being cheir Duty ta maintain in their Idlenęſs, 


part our Wandring Beggers, Travellers, as they commonly 
| call themſelves, who have no ſetled Habitation, but rove 
about from one Part of the Kingdom to another, perhaps with 
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orderly Walkers by the Alms of the Church, that on the con · 


trary he tells them, they ought to treat ſuch as Excommuni- 


cated Perſons, and to have no Company or Dealings at all with 


them: Mie command 10a to with-draw your ſelves from them : For 
fo he himſelf explains that Phraſe at the 14th Verſe; Note that 
Man, and have no Company with him. And the Command which 


he gives here, he tells chem at the 1oth Verſe of that Chapter, 
was in purſuance of a former Command which he had given in 


. general, concerning all ſuch idle and diſorderly Perſons: For 


when we were with you, ſays he, this we commanded, that if any 
Man would not work, neither ſhoald be eat. 


Ihe proper Treatment of ſuch Anlers or Beggars as theſe, i is, | 
Firſt to find them Work, (the Want of which is the uſual Pre - 


tence, though I believe ſeldom the true Cauſe, of their going 


abour begging); and then to en n to work by hard Fare 
and due Correction. 


But when che Beggers of both theſe Sorts ate remov'd out of 
the Way, both thoſe who do nor want, and thoſe who need 


not want, but through their own Fault; there will be till Ob- 


jets enow left for the Exerciſe of this Chriſtian cer Give 
to ever) Man that asketh of thee. 


For indeed the True and Proper Objects of Charity (and of 


which 'tis probable there will Ne x we Plenty enough; for the 


Poor, we are told, [ Levit. 25. 3 5. J ſpall never ceaſe out of the Land) 
are the Helpleſs Poor, i. e. ſuch as cannot maintain themſelves: | 


Such are Infants and Children left poor Orphans by their — | 
and nor yet of Age and Strength to be emp 04 in Working: 


Such are thoſe, ho by reaſon of Age, Lameneſs or Sickneſs, are 
diſabled from working in their Callings, as they have been 
uſed to do, and their Hands „ * have no other Sup- 

port; >: 
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8 The Rates and Meaſures of Alu giving, 


port; ſuch alſo are thoſe who being as diligent and induſtriou 


as they can be, to maintain themſelves aud Families, in thoſe 
Callings and Employments which they have been brought up 
to, are not able to earn enough for that Purpoſe, being ei- 
ther overburthened by a numerous or ſick Family, or not a» 
ble at all times to get ſo much Workas they could, and willingly 


would go thro? with. Theſe fay, and ſuch like, are the Per. 
ſons that do both moſt-need, and moſt deſerve our Charity; 


theſe are thoſe whom the Text ſpeaks of, who 48 of us, and 
to whom, when they ask, it is our Duty to give; G. ve to every 
Man that asketh of thee. Whoever is truly in want, and not a- 

ble to ſupport himſelf, is a proper Object of Charity; and to 
all that are ſuch, to every Man that asketh of us, it is our Duty 


4 
1 


to give according to our Ability. © 


I fay, according to our Ability: For this is certainly ano. 


ther Limitation or Reſtriction, that muſt neceſſarily be put up- 
on this Univerſal Precept of Charity: Give to every Man that 
asketh of thee ;, i. e. Do it ij thou art able: For the Deſign of it 
could not be to oblige any Man to give beyond his Ability ; as 
the Richeſt Man of all muſt needs do, if he ſhould relieve 
every one that was in real Want, even though it were by, the 
{ſmalleſt Alms ; bur only to engage us, within our Ability, ta 
extend our Charity as far as we can; not to confine it to a few; 
not to reftrain it to Relations, or Friends, or Couttry-Men; or 


to ſuch only as are of our own Sect or Perſuaſion; or to ſuch 


only as have deſerved well of us, or at leaſt have not deſerved 


ill: But whenever we meet with a Proper Object of Charity, 
With one that greatly needs Relief; then, according to our Abi- 


lity, we muſt be free in imparting and communicating to him 
ſuch things as we have; and to the ſame Senle the 4po/t/e 
exhorts us, Gal. 6. 10. As we have Opportunity, let as dg Goo 
— een of 
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and the Manifold Advantages of  Charity-Schools. 


Men: No Man has to give to every One that askerh of him, 


1. e. to every one. that truly needs Relief: And therefore the 


Precept being ſo manifeſtly impraQicable in the Strict Senſe of 
the Words: i. e. If it be underſtood as laying an Obligation up- 


on every individual Man, to ſupply the Wants of every other 


Man that is in need; it ought, I think, to be underſtood ra- 


ther as given to alli» C onſunct ion, to the whole Society of Chriſti- 


ans, to the Company of Chriſt's Diſciples : That the Care of the 
Poor, ſhould be a Common Care, Tow upoa them all ; and as 


obliging every one to contribute his Part or Proportion towards 
it; Give to every Man that asketh: i. e. Let every one that is in 


want, be relie ved; let none be ſuffer'd to periſh for need: And 


in order to this, let all that have any thing more than they are 


bound to uſe upon themſelves, devote ſo much of what they 


have to Charitable Uſes, that out of that Stock or Fund of Cha- 


rity, which is rais'd by the Contribution of all that are able to 
give any thing, there may, be ſufficient to ſupply all the rea- 
ſonable Neceſlites of all that are in want. 1 


Or elſe, if the Precept be underſtood, as given to ſingle and 


individual Perſons ; the beſt Method, as I ſuppoſe, (and I 
think the only one) of practiſing this Advice, is, by every 


Man's allotting a certain Portion of his. own Income to 


Charitable Uſes ; and beſtowing the ſame among thoſe Poor, 


who are of his own Neighbourhood or Acquaintance; leaving 
others (becauſe it is not in his ſingle Power to relieve all that 
need; leaving others, I ſay) whoſe Wants he is not ſo well 
acquainted with ; or who, though they. may have reaſon to 


ask, yet have not ſo near a Claim to his Charity, to be reliev'd 
in like manner by others, who know their Needs better than 
he does; and who, by reaſon of their Neighbourhood, or 


Re- 
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Bur no one Man is of Abiliy to do Good unto all other 
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Relation, or Acquaintance, are more ſtrictly oblig'd to pro- 
vide for, and ſupply their Wants, than het 


And if now it be ask d, Who they are that are thus 
oblig d, according to their Ability, to contribute towards the 
Relief of the Poor and Needy? And hom much every one is 
to give towards it? „„ e | 


To the Firſt the Anſwer is eaſy; He that hath two Coats, let 
tim impart to him that hath none; and he that hath Meat, let 
him do likewiſe, ſays St. John Baptift, Luke 3. 11. And, whoſo 
hath this World's Goods, and ſeeth his Brother have need, and ſhut- 
eth-up his Bomels of Compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the Love of 
God in him, ſays another St. John, the Apoſtle of our Lord, 
1 Epiſt. 3. 17. By which it plainly appears, That every one 
that has any thing more than he muſt needs uſe himſelf, He 
that hath two Coats, and has need to wear but one of them, 
as well as he that has abundance of Superfluities; is to give 
thereof, for the Relief of thoſe that have nothing, or not 
enough. „ 1 0 7 


It is a great Miſtake therefore of ſome, who, to excuſe them- 
ſelves, would lay the whole Burden of keeping the Poor, upon 
the Rich, as better able (in their Opinion) to bear the whole, 
than they are to bear any part of it. And by the ſame Reaſon 
they might lay the whole Burden of Taxes, and of all other 
publick Charges, upon them too. e e 


But the Truth is, there is no Reaſon at all, either for the one, 
or the other of theſe. For it is agreeable to the Will of God, 
that there ſhould be great Variety and Diſparity in Men's 
Conditions; that ſome ſhould be hi h and others low ; that 
ſome ſhould be richer, and others poorer : And according to a 
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Al nd the Manifold 


better manner, he muſt bring up his Children aſter another 


W. 
701 


| Man's Station and Condition in the World, ſuch muſt his Ex- 
pences be; he muſt keep a hetter Table, he muſt be attended in 


way; and according to the Rate of their Education, he muſt 
provide for them a larger Portion, than a Poorer Man needs to 
do: So that to them who are of higher Quality, and better 


Condition in the World, there are plainly more things that 


may truly be reckon'd neceſſary, than there are to others that 


are in a meaner Station; the Charges of which being defray'd, 


the Rich Man may have no more Superfluity, ao more that he 


can ſpare from himſelf, than a poorer Man: I do not mean 


that he may not ſpare a greater Sum in it ſelf ; but I mean, 
not a greater Sum in Proportion to his Eſtate and Quality, than 
a Poorer Man, in proportion likewiſe to his Eſtate and Con- 


dition in the World, may ſpare to give away, with as little In- 
convenience to himſelf and his Family. The Man that is in 


mean or moderate Circumſtances, can't indeed give a Pound 


to Charitable Uſes, ſo well as a Rich Man may do; but he 


may give away a Shilling with as little Miſs of it, with as lit- 
tle Abatement in his Way of Living, and with as little Incon- 
venience to himſelf and Family in all other ReſpeQs ; as he 


that has Twenty times his Efate or Income, can give away 


Twenty times as much. And whoever has any thing to ſpare, 
anything that he is not ſoro d by meer Neceſſity, touſe and em- 


- ploy upon himſelf, and thoſe that depend upon him for their 


Subſiſtance, is bound, out of that Superfluity, be it little or 
much, to give ſomewhat. towards the Support of thoſe, who 


have nothing elſe to ſupport them, but the Charity of others. 


Even he that was once a Thief to ſupply his own Wants, is- 


bound to labour with his Hands, to help to ſupport thoſe who 


have not Hands to work for themſelves, as well as for Neceſſa- 
ries for his own uſe; For ſo the Apoſtle teaches, Eph. 4. 28. 


Let him that flole, ſteal no. more; but rather let him labour, 


B 2 working 
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working with his Hands the thing that is good, that he may have 1 


1 give to him that needeth. And therefore it is a good Rule of 
x Charity, though it be taken out of an Apocryphal Book, that was 
« Wi given by Tobit to his Son Tobias, [Tob. 4. 8.] If thou ha#t abun- 
{ | | dance, give Alms accordingly : If thou haſt but a little, be not afraid 
1 | to give According to that little; for thereby thou layeſt up a good 
— 1 Treaſure for thy ſelf againſt the Day of Neceſſity, © 
Si But the other Queſtion afore-mentioned, namely, how mach 
fl | every Man that is able to give any thing, ought to give towards 
= ul the Maintenance of the Poor and Helpleſs, is a Queſtion not ſo 
=— = - eaſy to be reſolved ; becauſe the right Reſolution of it, depends 
4 upon the Conſideration of ſeveral Circumſtances, which are 
3 | various and mutable, and hardly ever twice alike. . 


For it may be, that at ſome times there may be but fem 
Poor, and then a {mall Contribution from all ſuch as are able to 
. give, may be ſufficient for their ſupport: And at other Times 
it may be (as it was in the Primitive Church, at the firſt preach- 


* : ze ing of Chriſtianity by the Apoſtles) that the Multitude of the 
— | | 1 Helpleſs Poor may be ſo great, that the whole Annual Income 
1 or Increaſe of the Rich, may not be ſufficient to maintain both 
If | themſelves and the Poor; but it may be neceſſary to follow that 

+ WM | Example that was ſet by the firſt Converts to Chriſtianity ; of 

tl whom *cis ſaid, As 4. 34, 35. As many. as were Poſſeſſors of 

x Lands or Houſes ſold them, and brought the Price of the Things 


1 that were ſold, and laid them down at the Apoſtles Feet, and 
Diſtribution was made wnto every Man, according as he had 
need. . e ee 120 
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5 And again: Though it has been ſaid already, and may be 
5 truly ſaid in general, that one Man is able to give away as 
| much as another, 3. e. not in Quantity but in Proportion; that 
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one Man may give a Tenth, a Twentieth, a Thirtietli, or 


any other Part of his Income or Increaſe, as well as anocher 
Man that has a greater Income, can give away the ſame Pro- 


portion of that; yet this Saying is liable to ſome Exceptions: 


or it may be, that of two Men who had the ſame ſort of Edu- 
cation, who were bred up in the fame Way of Living, who 


are of juſt the ſame Station and Degree in the World, and who 
have exactly the ſame Comings in; one may have none to kee 
but himſelf, and none to provide for after he himſelf is dead; 


and the other may have a great Charge of Children both to 
maintain and to provide for: And when there is ſuch a great 


Difference in the Circumſtances of thoſe, who may be reckon d 


to have the ſame Eſtate, it can't be expected that he that has ſo 
many more neceſſary Occaſions of his own, both of ſpending 
and of laying up, than the other has, ſhould be able to ſpare ſo 
much in quantity, or even in proportion to his Income, as the 


other may do, for Charitable Uſes. | 


Moreover ; It may be alſo conſidered ; That a Burden that 
would be very light to all, if every one would bear his Pro- 


portion of it, may become exceeding heavy to ſome, ifothers, 


eſpecially if many others, withdraw their Shoulders from it. 
And this Difference there is alſo in this Caſe, between ſome 


times and others: Sometimes there has been a Spirit of Chari- 


ty viſible among Chriſtian People, a Zeal of good Works, a 


Holy Emulation or Striving to out- do each other in well dding: 


So it was in the Primitive Church; their Love was Sincere, and 
their Charity fervent; none was then for ſhifting off the Bur- 


den from himſelf to others; but every one rather ſtrove to bear 
as much of it himſelf as he could, and to give all the caſe that 


might be toothers. But at other Times it may be quite other wiſe: 


Our Saviour himſelf foretels, L Matth. 24. 1 2. ] that ſometime be- 
fore his Second coming, Iniquity ſhall abound, and the Charity of 
. e : mah. 
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mam ſball wax cold: And St. Paul (peaking of the ſame time, ſays, 
La Tim. 3. 2. ] that then Men ſhall be Covetous and Lovers of them- 
ſelves. And when *tis thus, when a great many cf thoſe who 
ought freely tocontribute their Proportion towards defraying the 
common Charge of the helpleſs Poor, are ſo far from that, ſo far 
from giving any thing that they can keep, that they will hard- 
ly pay even what they are aſſe(s'd by Law to a Poor-Rate, till 
they are in danger of being Diſtrain'd upon for it; and what 
they are ſo compelled to Pay, comes from them like fo much 
of their Hearts-blood : It muſt needs be, I ſay, that then the 
Burden muſt lie heavier upon thoſe that are charitably and 
well difpoſed, and that the ſame Proportion of their Income 
or Increaſe, which at another time, if all were willing to bear 
their Share of the Charge, would be more than ſufficient for 
the Relief of all that are in Want, may not then be near e- 
nough for that purpoſe ; but it may be neceſſary then for ſuch 
as are of charitable Minds, to be willing of them ſelves, to give 
not only to their Power, but even beyond their Power, as the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks, C2 Cor. 8. 3. J; it may be needful then for ſuch to 
allot a much larger Share of all their Worldly Goods to chari- 
table uſes, than in better times it would be requiſite to do. 


So that all the Anſwer that J ſuppoſe can be given to this 
Queſtion; Hom much every Man ought to give to thoſe that ask 
or need Relief: Or, How much every Man ought to ſet apart 
and appropriate to the Uſes of Charity, muſt be in ſome gene- 
ral Rules; ſuch astheſe : > ee Tac alc ed. 


1. All that ask muſt have; Give to every Man that asketh of 
ehee; i. e. as I have already explained that Phraſe : All that ask 
with reaſon, or all that have rea ſon to ask, tho? perhaps they 
may be aſham'd to Beg: All that are really in want, and not 
able by honeſt Diligence, in a Law ſul way, to ſupply theirown 
| | TT. X 1 „ Wants, 
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Wants, muſt be reliev'd ſo far as their own Labour is inſuffi- 

cient ; or muſt be ſupported altogether, if they are not able to 
Labour at all, by the Alms and Charity of others: But not of 
one ſingle Man; for no one Man is ſufficient thus to relieve or 
ſupport all that need; but by the joint Charity and Contribu- 
tion of all that can ſpare any thing from themſelves: And the 
leſs Care there is taken for a ſufficient Supply of the Wants of 
ſuch needy and helpleſs Perſons by a Poor. rate; the more Care 


mult be taken of them oy a private Diſtribution of Charity; 
hat will be perſwaded to give freely, 


and the fewer there are t 
the more free and generous in their Gifts muſt they be, who 
are perſwaded that Alms-giving is a neceſſary Duty, without 
which, they can't be juſt before God ; and for the liberal Ex- 
erciſe whereof, they ſhall be greatly rewarded. 


For it is certain, that no Man was ſent into this World to be 


Starv*d ; But every one that is born into the World, if he be 
able to Labour, hath a al 55 to be Mug his Labour ; 
Nork, has 


and every one that can't a Right to be Maintain'd 


without Working ; and there is in that ample Plenty and Pro- | 
viſion which God has made for all his Creatures, a ſufficient | 


Portion, that istruly the Poor helpleſs Man's ; and which, tho? 
he cannot lawfully rake to himſelf by Force ot Fraud, from 
others who are poſſeſſed thereof; yer they, on the other ſide, 


who are poſſeſs'd of it, can't with. hold or detain from him with- 
out manifeſt Injuſt ice on their ſide; according to that ſaying of 
the Wiſe Man; (Prov. 3.27. Withe hold not Good from them to whom 
it is due. So that whoever has more of this Worlds Goods. 


than he has need of for his own Uſe, is for the Reſidue or O- 


verplus only a Truſtee for the Poor; and he is not a Righteous. | 


Man, he is falſe to his Truſt, and unjuſt in his Stewardſhip, 
if he detains their Portion from them. AIRS Hg 
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2. Another general Rule, as to the Meaſure and Proportion 
of what every Man ſhould lay aſide, ſor the Uſe of the helpleſs 
Poor, may be gather'd from thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, in 
1 Cor, 16. 2. Let every one of you lay by him in ſtore as God has 
proſper d him: Like to which is that of the Son of Syrach ; 
(Ecclus. 35. 10.) Give unto the moſt High, according as be hath 
enriched thee, and as thou haft gotten. The meaning is, That 
every Man, whether his Gains are much or little, provided they 
be but any thing more than in a frugal way of living, according 
to his Station in the World, he is oblig'd to expend, to Maintain 
himſelt and Family ; ought to lay aſide at leaſt a conſiderable 
Part, if not the whole, of what he can ſo ſpare, to beſtow, as 
there is Occaſion and as Opportunity offers, for the Relief of 
the Helpleſs Poor. Os C 


I fay, Firſt, What a Man can ſpare from himſelf in a fru- 
gal way of Living, according to his Degree and Station in the 
World: For there is no Queſtion, but that they on whom God 
has beſtow'd a large Share of worldly Goods, are allow'd by 
him to live aſter another Manner, in greater Plenty, and Gran- 
deur, than a Poor Man can do; and in ſo Living, they do truly 
Spend the Bulk of their Eſtates, as they ought to do, and exer. 
_ Ciſea truer Charity to the Poor, than they would do if they 
ſhould Fare hardly, and live Sordidly, and Meanly, very much 
below their Condition, and then give away all that they ſo 
 fav'd to the Poor. For in living ſome way anſwerably to their 
Eſtate and Condition, they are helpful to the Working and 
Induſtrious Poor, whom by this means they find with honeſt | 
Employment; and to a Man that is able to Work, it 15 a much 
better Charity to maintain him in Work, than it would be to 
maintain him in Idleneſs. Only then they muſt remember, that 

as there are ſome Poor than can Work, and whom they . 
= _ 5 fore 
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fore do well to keep in work; fo there are other Poor that can't 


work, and ſo mult be maintain'd by Alms and Free Gifts. 


And for this Reaſon it is alſo neceſſary (as J hinted before) 
that even they that have the greateſt Incomes, and who may 


and ought to live in a Manner ſuitable thereto, ſhould yet be 


fragal in their Way of Living, and careful not to out-ſpend 


_ themſelves; nor indeed to ſpend ſo much, but that they may 


have ſomewhat left, ſomewhat that is proportional to the Great- 


neſs of their Eſtate and Income, to beſtow for the Relief and 


Support of this other ſort of Poor, which can do nothing of 
Work, or not enough Work to earn their Living by. 

And therefore if there he any (and there are indeed too ma- 

ny ſuch) that having good Eſtates, do out- ſpend themſelves 

in High Living, or loſe what they have by Careleſneſs, or 
waſt it in Profuſeneſs or Gaming; ſo that though they give 

little or nothing away to the Poor, yet they are ſo far from 


| having any thing to ſpare, that they are rather continuall 


running into Debt: Theſe, I ſay, muſt not think to excuſe 
themſelves for their Want of Charity and Alms-giving, by ſaying 


(although they can fay it truly) that they have nothing to give 


away; that all that they have, is ſcarcely enough for their own 
Uſe; and that if they had as much more than they have, they 
could very well imploy it upon themſelves: For though their 


Caſe be indeed ſuch as they repreſent it, yet it is their own | 
Fault only that it is ſo; and one Fault will not ſerve toexcuſe | 
another. For if even they that have nothing of their own, but 


only Hands to work with, are yet oblig'd to work with thoſe 


Hands, that they may have to give to him that needeth, as the 
| Apoſtle teaches in a Place already cited; much more, certainly, 
are they, who are bleſs'd by God with a large and plentiful 

Eſtate ſo that they have no need to work, obliged to be ſo 


C frugal 


V | 
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frugal and husbandly in the Spending it, as that, after their 
on Occaſions are ſery*d, there may be a good Part of it left, 
to beſtow in Alms, for the Support of the Poor and Helpleſs. 


* 


1 


And this Overplus, this, be it more or leſs, tbat any Man 
can ſpare from himſelf in a” ſober and frugal Way of Living, 
anſwerable to his Eſtate and Degree, is either in whole or in 
part, the Poor's Portion. 5 | 


( 


ö 1 . a 33 3 
Sometimes I ſay, it is ſo only in Part; as namely : — 


, 1/t. When a Man's Income is raiſed only by a Trade, or 
Profeſſion, or Employment, which in time to come may de- 
cline, wear off, or quite fail; or for the Management whereof, 
a Man may in time to come, be rendred altogether unfit, by 
Sickneſs, Old Age, Decay of Strength or Senſes, and the like. 
For in this Caſe he is not a Wiſe Man (but is ſent by Solomon to 
Ss {| the Aut, to learn Wiſdom, Prov. 6. 6.) who is not both fo 
TS Fj diligent and induſtrious in his Buſineſs while it laſts ; as alſo fo 
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— frugal in the ordering of his Expenſes, as to lay up ſomewhat 
11 (beſides what tis reaſonable fer him to allot to Charitable 
Ty Uſes; ſomewhat, I ſay, befides) for himſelf, in a wiſe Pro- 
| [ viſion againft theſe not improbable, not uncommon Ac- 
os LIBS 
1 adh, Some Part only, and not the whole, of what a Man 
FN can fo ſpare from his neceſſary preſent Expenſes, may be rec- 
* kon d the Poor's Portion, in caſe he has ſome, and eſpecially if 
I he has many that depend upon him, not only for a preſent 


Maintenance, but likewiſe for the Means and Foundation of a 
future Subſiſtence after his Death. For in this Caſe ir is but rea- 


4 1 ſonable that he ſhould fo leſſen his way of Living, as to lay up 
' more than otherwiſe he needed to do; that fo, — 171 
1 | : | . ul 


Children may be brought up in an higher way of Living, than. 
they will probably be able to maintain themſelves in after- 


wards ; nor want a ſufficicat Stock, by the wiſe and diligent 


Management wherecf, they may be able to keep themſelves 
in as good Faſhion as they have been brought up in. 


But unleſs it be in theſe Caſes, I think the whole of what a 


Man can ſpare from himſelf, in ſuch a frugal way of Living as 
is anſwerable to his Eſtate and Quality, may well be reckon'd : 


2 Portion belonging to the Helpleſs Poor, and to be in ſome | 
Meaſure mifapply'd; if any Part of it be given from them, fo 
long as there are Poor enow of that ſort to give it to; which tis 
probable there always will be. Rt] 


For if a Man's Yearly Income be rais'd by the Fruits and 
Profits of an Eſtate; of ſuch an Eſtate, I mean, as is not waſt- 
ing and periſhable, or for a Term of Years, but permanent 
and of Inheritance ; and if his Yearly Income ariſing thereby, 
be more than he has, or probably ever will have, a reaſonable 


Occaſion to ſpend upon himſelf; and if he has no Children to 


provide Portions for, either in his Life time, or after his De- 


_ ceaſe : To what purpoſe ſhould this Man continually fave; and 
lay up, and increaſe his Store? Or what Reaſon can he give 


for his ſo doing, which will not 1 in it, either an unrea- 
ſonable and irreligious Diſtruſt of God's Providence, or elſe an 

inordinate Love of Riches? And certainly he may well apply 
the whole of this Overplus, to the Uſe of the Helpleſs Poor, to 
the Feeding the Hungry, and Cloathing the Naked, or to ſome 


other Works of Piety or Publick Charity, when he has plainly 


no Reaſon to apply any part of it to any other Uſe: He may 
well give it to the Poor when he has none elſe to give it to. 
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. 34h, Another general Direction, as to the Quantity and 


Proportion, that *tis reaſonable for every Man to lay aſide out 
of his Income for the Uſe of the Poor and Helpleſs, may be 


taken from the Reaſon and Equity of that Law which. was 


given to the Jews concerning this very Matter; which being a 
Law given to 44, to them that had little coming in, as well as 


to thoſe that had much, and to them that had a great Charge 


| 


within thy Gates: And tie Levite, and the Stranger, and the Fa. 


| 
| 


of their own to maintain, as well as to thoſe that had fewer and 
ſmaller Occaſions of Expence, may reaſonably be thought to 
have laid no greater Burden upon any than what might well be 
born by all, and to have enjoyn'd the laying afide no greater a 
Proportion of every Man's Income or Increaſe for Charitable 
Uſes, than what might well enough be ſpard, even by thoſe. 
who had the leaſt coming in, and the moſt Charge of their 
on to keep; which Proportion therefore they that had great- 
er Eſtates, and were not burden'd with fo large a Family of 
their own, might in Reaſon and Equity (though they were 
not by the Letter of the Law) be thought bound to exceed. 


The Law which mean, and now refer to, you may ſee in 
Deut. 16, 28, 29. At the End of Three Tears thou ſbalt bring 
forth all the Tithes of thine Increaſe the ſame Tear, and ſhalt lay it up 


therleſs, and the Widow which are within thy Gates, ſhall come, and 
ſpall eat and be ſatisfy'd; that the Lord thy God may bleſs thee in 
al the Work of thine Hand which thou doefſt, 
Nov though it muſt be confeſgd that this, as it was a Law 
given to the Jews, does not oblige Chriſtians 5 yet as it was a | 
Law grounded on 5 810 and Reaſon, we may from hence 
fairly argue and collect (as the Apoſtie St. Paul frequently does, 
i | d even 
* 
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freely, and with a cheerful Mind, and out of Obedience to qo 
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even from the Ceremonial Parts of the Law of Moſes) what is 


the Duty of Chriſtians in the like Caſe. For, 


Firſt, If fo much as this, equivalent to a Thirtieth Part of 


every Man's Crop; that is, to be ſure, a great deal more than 


* 


a Twentieth, not much leſs perhaps than a Tenth part, of eve- 
ry Man's clear Yearly Gain or Increaſe ( beſides ſeveral other 
Charities elſe- where preſcib'd by the Levitical Lam) was Due 


to the Poor, ſuch a Due as could not be with-holden from them 
without Injuſtice ; if without allotting at leaſt thus much to 
Charitable uſes, a Man could not be juſtify'd as a Righteous 
Han by the Jewiſh Lew, it was neceſſary, that in order to be 

accounted by God a mercifal or charitable Man, he ſhould give 
more to charitable Uſes, than he was ſtrictly commanded todo 
by this Law. And. | 


Secondly, It may be further argu'd from hence, that ſeeing 
car 9, tp np muſt exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 


Phariſees, not only the Righteouſneſs which they practiſed, but 
the Righteouſneſs which they were taught to practiſe by the 


Law of Moſes; a Chriſtian can hardly have a good Aſſurance 


towards God, and be juſtify'd in his own Conſcience, if his 


Righteouſneſs in this Particular comes ſhort of theirs: A Chri- 


tian s Charity certainly ſhould not be leſs than a Je Righ- 
teonſneſs. © ee „ 1 | | 


But aſter all; ſceing in the New Te ament, which is the Law 
of. Chriſtians, there is not any thing particularly preſcrib'd and 


commanded as to the Quantity or Proportion which every Man 


ought to give to thoſe that ask; I ſhall not take upon me to 
preſcribe or direct any thing more in this Matter. For that is 
true Charity, whether it be little or much, that a Man gives 
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and a tender Commiſeration of the Wants and Neceſſities of 


nothing, not ſo much it may be as heallows himſelf to ſpend, 


ons of his own Family and Houſhold : (Tho', I ſay, it may 


titude; and of two Perſons in exactly the ſame Circumſtances, 


to be highly commended ; and yet the other, who gives leſs, 
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This Matter therefore is, in great meaſure, left to be judg'd 
of by our ſelves, after due Conſideration had both of the Num- 
ber of proper Objects, the Preſſingneſs of their Wants, what 
Proviſion is otherwiſe made for them, and what is a compe- 
tent Relief; and likewiſe of the Obligations we are under to 
thoſe of our own Family and Houſhold. | | 


And tho! in any Caſe almoſt that can be put, howſoever cir- 
cumſtantiated, it may be eaſy to ſay, what is manifeſtly a De. 
ficiency in Charity, viz. When a Man that is well able to give 
away a good deal, gives away very little, a Trifle, next to 


and does ſpend, every Year, without Grudging, and withour 
any Miſs of it, upon meer Vanities and Superfluities : And 
tho? it be alike eaſy to ſay, on the other ſide, what is manifeſtly 
an Exceſs or Profuſeneſs in Charity, viz. When a Man with- 
out any Regard to thoſe whom Nature and near Relation has 
made the more peculiar Objects of his Care, and Kindneſs, 
gives away to Strangers all that he can ſpare from his own 
proper Uſe, or all that he does not ſpend upon hisown ſelf; to : 
the utter Diſappointment of the juſt and reafonable ExpeGtatii | 


be thus in moſt Caſes eaſy enough to ſay, what is manifeſtly a 
Defect, and what is manifeſtly an Exceſs in Almſgiving) yer 
in the medium between theſe two Extremes, in which the Vir- 
tue of Charity or Almſgiving does lie, there may be great La- 


one may give more, and for his greater Liberality may deſerve 


may not be juſtly liable to Blame. And thereſore all * * | 


dy which we muſt ſtand or fall for ever. 
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Apoltle himſelf thought fit to preſcribe in the Caſe was this; 
(2. Cor. 9.7.) Every Man according as he purpoſeth in his Heart; 
every Man as God hath proſpered him; ſo let him give. 


But nevertheleſs, tho? it be thus in great Meaſure left to eve - 


ry Mans own Conſcience to judge how much, or what Part of 


his Gains or Income it is fit he ſhould appropriate to, or beſtow 


in charitable Uſes ; it highly concerns us all to judge fairly con- 


cerning this Matter; becauſe whatever we judge concerning it 


God will judge over again, and it is his Judgment, not our own, 


* 


And while we are judging of this, it ſhould likewiſe be ſe. 


riouſly thought of by us; That tho' a leſſer Charity may be 
graciouſly accepted, it will not be ſo highly rewarded as a grea- 


ter Charity will be; for, He, ſays the Apoſile, (2 Cor. g. 6.) 
which Soweth ſparingly ſball Reap ſparingly, and he that Soweth 
boantifully ſhall Reap alſo bountifully. TAILS, 


And now, Tho' I fear I have already detain'd you too long. | 
I nevertheleſs beg your farther Patience, while I briefly apply 


what has been ſaid to a particular Occaſion : And it is this; 


Ibere are a great many poor People, who by their diligent 

Working are able to provide themſelves and their Families juſt 
with the Neceſſaries of Life, Meat, Drink, and Cloaths ; (for 
which Reaſon they are not proper to be entred upon the Liſt of 
ſuch as are to be kept by a Poor-rate ; becauſe thats deſign'd 


only for thoſe. who by Reaſon either of Infancy, or Ape, or 


Sickneſs, or other Diſability can't work at all, or by all the 


Work they can do, can't Earn enough for their Support: Ma- 


ny ſuch, I ſay, there are, who by their Labour can make a 
- ſhift to find themſelves and their Families with meer Neceſſa- 
1 e . | tries) 


ey 
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ries); but that's all they can do: They have nothing to ſpare 
to lay out for the Education of their Children, nor are they a- 
ble to inſtruct them themſelves; nor, if they were; have they any - 
time to ſpare from their neceſſary Labours to do it in. The Con- 
ſequence of which is, That theſe Children, thus left to themſelves, 
do commonly ſpend their whole-Time in Play and Idleneſs, and 
quickly learn of one another to Lie, and Swear, and Pilſer, and to | 
{peak prophanely and obſcenely; and all other Vices which in 1 
chat Age they are capable of learning: And when they grow f 
up to be older, having never been inſtructed in Religion, nor 
it may be ſo much as taught to read in the Bible, they make no 
Conſcience how they behave themſelves, either in Services, or g 
in any other Employment that they are put to, very often will 5 
take to no honeſt Buſineſs at all, are not only not uſeful, but 
very often hurtful, in their Generation, and paſs away their 
Manhood, and their Old Age too, if they live to it, in the ſame 
groſs Ignorance that they did their Childhood, receiving no 
Benefit at all from their being born in a Chriſtian Country, but 
only the bare Name of Chriſtian. = EN: 


To prevent therefore. the manifold Miſchiefs ariſing from a 
Want of Religious Education, and to give Hope that the next 
| | Generation may prove better than the Preſent ; a great many 
pious and well-diſpos'd Perſons, have lately taken in Hand, to 
procure Contributions for the Setting up Charity. Schools, for 
the Vertuous and Chriſtian Education of the Children of the 
Poor: In which Schools the poor Children are taught to Read, 
and Write, and Work; and are carefully inſtructed, our of the 
Church Catechiſm and other good Books, in the Principles of 
the Chriſtian Faith and Practice: And in ſome of theſe Schools, 
where the Contributions are ſufficient, the poor Children are 
decently, but plainly Cloarhed ; all which Care is taken about 
them (they behaving themſelves orderly) till they are fit to be 
1 : ic e 
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put out to Services or Apprentiſhips, or to ſome Eniploy- 
ment whereby they may earn their -0wn Living. And ſuch 
Progreſs has been made in this good Work, by God's Bleſſing 
upon the Charity and Zeal of thoſe who have undertaken it, 
that in a very few Tears laſt paſt (for tis but a few Years ſince 
the Deſign firſt began) moſt of the confiderable Towns in 


England and Wales, have already ſuch Charity-Schools erected 
in them: And there is hardly a County in Englard, in whi 
there are not ſeveral of theſe Schools ſer up (as you may ſee in 
the Printed Account of them) except the two Counties of D- 
vonſhire and Cornwal ; in which I can't find that the Work is fo | 
much as yet begun. But I truſt we ſhall. not lye much longer 
under this Reproach. Nay, I hope that as we have been hi- 
therto more backward in this good Work, than any other part 
of the Nation; ſo we ſhall now be more zealous in it, than any 
of them; and by our Speed and Diligence therein, malte ſome 


Amends for our having ſo long negletted ie. 
Tothis End, I have already recommended it to moſt of | 


{ 


do, (and for which I beg your Patience a little longer) is only 
1 repreſent to you, What an excellence Charity this is, which I 
now propoſe'to you; and -confequently how very reaſonable it 


is, 


, 


r 
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is, that ſome part of the Money ſo devoted to. and laid by for, 
Pious and Charitable Uſes, ſhould be beftow'd this way. 


And this will appear, by conſidering Firſt, The Perſons Who 
are the Objects of this Charity: And Seccndiy, The Nature of 
that Relief that is hereby afforded to them. 1235 1 


Fit, By conſidering the Perſons who are the Objects of this 
Charity; who are, without all Diſpute, very proper Objects 
of Charity. For rarely, if ever, in Scripture, are the Objects 
of Charity :reckon'd up; but the Father/eſs are particularly men- 
tioned : And Fatherleſs they may well be accounted, not only 
Who are left Orphans by their Parents, but like wiſe they, 
- whoſe Parents, though living, yet being in ſome Meaſure diſ- 
abled from Working, either by Age or Sickneſs, or overbur- 
thened by a numerous Family, are not able to do the Office of 
Fathers to them, hardly to provide them with Neceſſaries, 
much leſs to ſpare any thing for their Education. | 


In other Objects to whom we extend our Charity, we 

may eaſily be miſtaken, and we are doubtleſs very often mi- 
ſtaken in them. Every Day almoſt makes freſn Diſcoveries of 
ſuch as have robbed the truly Poor, and taken the Bread {as it 
were) out of their Mouths, by pretending Sickneſs, Sores, 

15 Lameneſs, or want of Work; Or — carrying about counter- 
feit Certificates of Shipwrack, Fire, Inundation, or other 
highly pitiable (becauſe merely providential) Loſſes or Miſ- 
ſortunes: But in applying our Chaney this Way, we go upon 
the ſureſt Grougds ; here we may be more confident that we 
are not impos d upon, as to the Objects to whom we extend our 
EKindneſs: For, however they that come, or pretend to come, 
to us from a- far off, may put upon us by forg' d Certificates, or 


Z 


by telling their own ſad and lamentable Story with ſuch Life 


"> and 


— 


and Paſſion, that being not able to contradict it, we can't for- 
bear believing it: Here we are ſubject to no ſuch Cheat, becauſe 
we know the State of our own Neighbours better, or we can 


ſtrious, orderly or extravagant; whether they have few Chil- 
dren or many, and hether or no what they may fairly be 
ſuppos'd able to gain by their honeſt Labour, be ſufficient to 
ſupport and educgrethem: nmnmnm RUG tt bg 
Ad particularly, as to thoſe who are the moſt immediate 

Objects of this Charity, viz. the Children themſelves, we may 
be ſtill more certain, that we are not cheated; A ſtrong 
Man may, by ſome Art that may be-uſed, appear to be weak 
and ſickly ; or a ſound Perſon may, by counterfeit Lameneſs, 
or by Sores made and kept open on purpoſe, appear to us un- 
able to work; but a grown Man or Woman, can by no Art 
that can be us'd, be made to appear to us in the Form of a 
Child: And if we ſee with our own Eyes that it is a Child, we 
may de ſure rhat it wants Inſtruction; and conſequently, that 
if his Parents either camt or don't. make Proviſion for this, to 
provide for it other ways, is a moſt needful and ſeaſonable 
Kin Bur refs ee gh goods ane bins ann 
Secondly, If we conſider the Deſign of theſe Charity-Schools, 
and the Kindneſs tliat is thereby meant to be done to ſuch poor 
Children, the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of this Expreſſion of 


bl < 


our Charity to them, will thence farther appear. 
Now, | Firft; One Deſign of theſe Charity-Schools is to keep 


and the Manifold Advantages of Charity-Schools. 27 / 7 IJ 
with caſe inform our ſelves, Whether they are lazy or indu- 


* 
7 


. 


| ſuch poor Children from Idleneſs, the Mother of all sin; to 


take them out of the Way of Temptation, and to inure them 
to Buſineſs, ſuch as in that tender Age they are capable of; 
the blefſed Conſequence of which is like to be, that when they 
ſhall be grown up, chey will have no Deſire: or Inclination to 
live idly, but will readily betake themſelves to the Exerciſe of 
ſuch honeſt Employments as 115 ſhall be brought up to. 
SPREE TT TG : =: | . 
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- So that what Money is laid out this way, is laid out to the 


moſt Advantage, both to them on whom it is laid out, and to 
the publick. i | 1 


Firft, to them on w hom it is laid out: For is it not plain 
for the Advantage of a poor Man, to have a conſtant Penſion 
given him, rather than only a Meal's- Meat? Is it not plainly a 
greater Kindneſs to ſupport him during his whole Life, than 
only for a ſhort time? But now that's what in Effe & this 
Method of Charity does to the poor Children whom it relieves: 
It does in Effect ſeitle upon them a perpetual Penſion or An- 
nuity; and that too without more Charge than it would have 
been, to have given them only a preſent Relief. Nay, indeed 
that Ability which this ſort of Education gives them to maintain 
themſelves ever after by their own Labour, is a much truer. 
- Kindneſs to them, than it would be to ſettle upon them a Penſi- 
on or Annuity, on which they might live ever after in Eaſe and 
—. . ol ow bf bad, hf 
In this: Reſpect alfo, what Money is laid out this way, is 
laid out to very great Advantage to the publick: For by this 
Means, many are brought up to honeſt Trades and Employ- 
ments, and are thereby made uſeful Members of the Society, 
who. would otherwiſe, very probably, have been the Plagues 
of it; who: having paſs'd their Childhood and firſt Youth in 
_ Kllenefs, in playing and loitering about, would never after 
have been diſpos'd, or well able, to take to Buſineſs ; and who 
having then learn'd to lye, and cheat, and pilfer, would have 
improv d continually in thoſe Vices as they had done in Years, 
until they had been cut off, it may be, before the middle of their 
Days, by the Executioner of publick Juſtice. But. 
_  Secendly, Another, indeed the main, the moſt} direct and 
immediate Deſign of theſe Charity - Schools, is to inſtruct thoſe 
poor Children that are taken into them, in the Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion: In order to which, they are not _ b 
* | FU. | taught 


83 


4 


taught to read, but carefully inſtructed in the Church Cate: 1 


chiſm, the Anſwers in which they are not only taught to re- 
peat, but alſo made to underſtand: They are beſides kept con- 
ſtantly to their Prayers, made duly to frequent the Church, and 


have their whole Behaviour narrowly obſerv'd, in order to | 
_ check the firſt Appearances of Sin in them, by proper Reproof 


or CorreQion. | | | : 1 
And in this Reſpect, the Charity Money employed to this 
Uſe, is certainly beſtow'd to good Purpoſe ; indeed to the beſt 
purpoſe that ſuch Money could be laid out. 1 
For by other common Expteſſions of Charity, we yield Re- 
lief only to the Bodies of Men, either putting them into a Ca- 
pacity of maintaining themſelves and Families by their own 
Labour, or ſupplying to them out of our Abundance, thoſe 
Neceſſaries of Life, which their own honeſt Induſtry was not 
ſufficient to procure ; But by this we help to put them into the 
beſt Capacity of providing for another and better Life : By this 
we help to teach them the moſt uſeful Art, that of Living 


well; and the moſt gainful Trade, that of laying up Treaſures 


in Heaven, which will never fail them. 


Thus, when we give Bread to rhe Hungry, or Drink to the 


Thirſty, or cover the Naked with a Garment, we afford in- 
deed moſt ſeaſonable Relief and Comfort to our poor Neigh- 
bour himſelf, who is in great Diſtreſs: But the Benefit reaches 
no farther, (unleſs it be accidentallyY. than to his own Perſon ; 


and that too bur for a ſhort time: Whereas what we beſtow in 


the good Education of the Children of the Poor, and in well- 


ſeaſoning them at firſt with the Principles of the true Religion, 


is of more univerſal and laſting Benefit : It does them good nor 


only for the preſent, but for all their Lives after ; according to 


that Obſervation of the Wiſe Man, [Prov. 22.6. Train up a Child 


">" 
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in the way he ſbould go, and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it. And the good Inſtruckions which they receive in their ear- 
ly Years, and which, tis to be hop'd, they bil retain and be 
_ tofluenc'd by as long as they live, are a Benefit, not only to 
themſelves, but to tlie whole World beſides; for they make 
them better and more uſeful in every Relation, than they would 
otherwiſe be. And the Benefit thereof reaches likewiſe beyond 
their own Times; it may reach to many Generations, and tis 
tobe hop'd it wilt: For none but ſuch as are very ignorant them- 
ſelves, can indure that their Children ſhould; be bred up in Ig- 
norance. So that they who ſhall be ſenſible of the great Benefit 
which they themſelves receiv d from the Charity of others, by 
being taught to read and write, and inſtructed early in the 
Grounds of Religion, will labour and ſtrain hard, rather than 
their own Children ſhould be without the ſame Benefit: And, 
if they be good Men (and there's no Means more likely to make 
them ſuch, than a good Education) they will. both know it to 
de a part of their Duty, and not ſuffer themſelves in the Neg- 
left of it, to bring up their own Children in the Fear of God, 
and in the Knewledge of their Duty, according to the good 
Example of Abraham the Father of the Faithful ; of whom God 
himſelf gives this Teſtimony, [Gez. 18. 19. J 1 know: him, that 
he will command his Children and his Houſhold after him, and they 
ſhall keep the Way of the Lord, to do Jaſtice and Judgment. 
The manifold Excellency and U ſefulneſs of this Exerciſe and 
Expreſſion of Charity being therefore ſo manifeſt, I ſhall add 
nothing more to perſuade you to it. 
I ſhall only pray God, who is able to make all Grace abound, 


1 o 


that ye always, having all Sufficiency in all things, may abound to 
every good Work; Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to 
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"The Jad Biſhop = Hah 
Letter to the Clergy 0 of his 
Dioceſs 


"di B TY 


7 H EA RTI LY. Recommend to joa tle Perla of . Dr. 
Moſſe : Excellent Sermon herewith ſent to you, and of the _ 
Account of the Charity- Schools in England and Wales there- 
2 0 annex d; by the former you will ſee ¶ what I doubt not but 
jou are already ſuſficienthj pe ape the great Piety, and the 
manifold Advantages of ſetting up ſuc zch Schools, and by the latter, 
what 4 good Diſpoſition there is in the whole Nation to ſo good a 
Work, the beſt a 2 earing Ground of Hope ( I think ) we we have of the 1 
- Continuance of God's Favour towards us. RO 
It was a Matter both of Wonder and Concern to me, to obſerve, mw 
that in the ſaid Account of the Charity-Schools, there is not ſo mach” | 
as one Place noted in the whole Dioceſs of EXE I E R, wherein any. | 
ſuch School hath been yet eretbed ; it will be our Part therefore nom, | "mY 


654 greater Teal for this work of Piety and Charity, to mal. ſome 


1 et for our Backwardneſs iberein. 


In order to which, 1 earneſtly recommend it to yon, 20 communi- 
cate the Contents of the aforementioned Sermon and Account, and 
likewiſe of this Letter, to ſuch of your Neighbouring Gentry and 
| Clergy, as you have Reaſon to hope will be ready to further Tack E 5 
- Pious Deſi 85 if uu Ta ah can . an) Gifte, or Ann S. 
 ſerigtions - bh, 
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weht moſt . 
ul let not, I b. 


For thoſe Scheele 2 this 5 
a h are now the moſt 24 
but 4 flender Beginning ; and when the Work is once 4 en, 
| quick recommend it ſelf, and the Ce > 4 2 will, 1 poor 
rovoke very mam. „ 
flay in the Country now will l : 
> before I go to Parliament, to hy te "any 18 reſs 1 maa 
ut I hope, ben 1 | ode a Fiſitat ion . 
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